
Roanoke County Park Flyer Program 
 
Permits are obtained by APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 
 
Background: 
The County of Roanoke recognizes the need for policies for a radio control model aircraft 
program.  This program is designed to allow approved radio controlled model aircraft to be flown 
within a designated facility through a permit process.  A model aircraft is defined as a non-
human carrying device capable of sustained flight.  It shall not exceed limitations established in 
the Academy of Model Aeronautics Safety Code, and is intended to be used exclusively for 
recreation activity.   
 
Management of the Roanoke County Park Flyer Program 
The Roanoke County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department is responsible for the 
management of the program and reserves the right to modify the Roanoke County Park Flyer 
program in order to promote the best interest and safety of Roanoke County citizens, programs 
and facilities of the Parks, Recreation and Tourism department.    
 

Flying Field(s) 
1. Roanoke County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism will approve all designated flying areas 

and types of aircraft, for each approved location.   
2. A designated flying facility will display an Information/Frequency Board for a pilot operating 

aircraft under “old technology transmitters” to post their flying frequency. 
3. The Information Board will list the approved type of aircraft permitted for that facility.  

Available flying dates and times will be posted.     
4. No flying will be permitted when the Flying Field Sign is affixed in the “Closed” position.   
 
Approved Roanoke County Flying Fields 
Green Hill Park sections A & B as posted.  Approved aircraft for this site are radio controlled 
gliders and electric powered models only.  Roanoke County will consider the flying of internal 
combustion engine aircraft only through a Special Event Permit on a facility that is approved for 
this type of aircraft.  
 
Permit Application Process/Criteria: 
 
1. Persons must be a member of the Academy of Model Aircraft Open Membership category. 
2. Permits are to be obtained by appointment only at the Roanoke County Parks, 

Recreation, and Tourism Offices located at 1206 Kessler Mill Road in Salem, Virginia.  
Phone 540-387-6078. 

3. Applicants are required to submit the following: 
a.   Proof of identification with photo. 
b. Completed Park Flyer Application. (See Attachment) 
c. Submit copy of current Academy of Model Aeronautics Open Membership 

providing single limit liability of $2,500,000.  
d. Sit for a photo ID.   
e. Application fee.    

 
If approved, Roanoke County will issue a photo ID/Permit that will serve as the valid Park Flyer 
Permit.  The permit will be valid for one year from January 1 – December 31.  Permits 
purchased after January 31 will not be pro rated, full fees apply.  ID/Permit must be worn at all 
times when operating radio control aircraft in a county designated flying area.   



  
Roanoke County Park Flyer 

Rules and Regulations 
 
Approved radio controlled model aircraft may be flown within restricted flying areas in 
Roanoke County parks as designated by the Roanoke County Parks, Recreation, and 
Tourism Department under the following rules and regulations.  

 
1. Each flyer must have an approved Park Flyer Permit prior to flying in Roanoke 

County Parks.  
2. All flying shall be in accordance with the Academy of Model Aeronautics Rules 

and Regulations and existing park ordinances.  
3. A pilot is required to adhere to the operating dates and times that are established 

at a designated Roanoke County flying facility.   
4. A pilot with limited experience should call the Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 

Office at (540) 387-6078 to be connected with an experienced flyer for proper 
training. 

5. All radio control model aircraft should be designed within the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics guidelines. Aircraft equipped with metal blade propellers are not 
permitted in Roanoke County parks.  

6. All aircraft shall have the pilot’s name and address, or their AMA number affixed 
to the model aircraft. 

7. Each pilot is responsible for any damage to park property or to personal property 
of spectators or personal property of other pilots or to their own personal 
property.  

8. A pilot using old radio technology is responsible to maintain frequency control 
with all other pilots using the same radio technology to eliminate frequency 
conflict. 

9. Pilots are responsible to maintain a safe flight line.  
10. All aircraft will be launched with no one in the flight path, and the aircraft shall be 

flown in a pattern to avoid flying over people.  
11. Pilots must announce their intention to launch and land their radio control model 

aircraft. 
12. The pilot of a radio control aircraft shall maintain control during its entire flight 

and remain in visual contact. No model aircraft shall be equipped with devices 
which allow it to be flown to a selected location which is beyond the visual range 
of the pilot.  

13. No combat flying or flying with the intent to strike a streamer attached to another 
aircraft is permitted. 

14. Failure to abide by the safety rules and regulations may result in a suspension or 
a revocation of the Park Flyer Permit. 



 
Roanoke County Flyer Program  

Membership Permit Application  
 

To obtain a Park Flyer Permit the applicant must first possess the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) 
Open Membership. 
 
A Permit is required to fly in designated Roanoke County Parks.  Permits can be obtained, by appointment 
only, at the Roanoke County Parks, Recreation and Tourism Administration Office located at 1206 Kessler Mill 
Road Salem, VA 24153.  You may schedule your appointment by calling (540) 387-6078 ext. 0.  To save time 
please e-mail this completed application to www.RoanokeCountyParks.com or fax it to (540) 387-6146, at least 
24 hours prior to your appointment.  If approved, Roanoke County will issue a photo ID/Permit that will serve 
as the valid Park Flyer Permit.  The permit will be valid for one year from January 1 – December 31.  Yearly 
permits purchased after January 31 will not be pro rated, full fees will apply.  (A prorated fee exception for the 
remainder of 2008 is in place, see attached rate sheet.)  ID/Permit must be worn at all times when 
operating radio control aircraft in a Roanoke County designated flying area.  
    . 

        PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION 
 
Name:   _________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Number: ________________ Cell Number: _____________ Office Number:____________________ 
 
E-mail Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency contact:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
To obtain a AMA Open Membership please see application attached.  For additional information please visit 
www.modelaircraft.org 
 
Academy of Model Aeronautics Information:   
 
AMA Open Membership:     Yes   ______   No ______         AMA No:  ______________________ (Required) 
                                 Valid AMA Year:  ________________  
 
Briefly list your model aircraft flying experience: 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FLYER DECLARATION 
I declare that I have reviewed the Roanoke County Park Flyer Rules and Regulations and agree to 
abide by them.  I also agree to fly following the Academy of Model Aeronautics Safety Code.  
 
________________________________   __________________________ 
Applicant’s Signature                  Date 

http://www.roanokecountyparks.com/
http://www.modelaircraft.org/


 
 

Roanoke County 
Park Flyer Program  
Permit Rates 
 
 
 
2008 PARK FLYER RATES 
 
A prorated fee exception is instituted for the remainder of the 2008 calendar year in 
order to begin the annual flyer permit on January 1, 2009.    
 
Current Fees for July 1 – December 31 are as follows: 
Roanoke County Resident Adult Fee  -  $12.50 for adults 18 and over 
Roanoke County Resident Youth Fee  -  $  7.50 for 17 and under 
Non- County Resident Adult Fee  -  $25.00 for adults 18 and over      
Non-County Resident Youth Fee  -  $12.50 for 17 and under 
 
 
 
2009 PARK FLYER RATES 
 
Permits are valid from January 1 – December 31 each year. 
 
Roanoke County Resident Adult Fee  -  $25.00 for adults 18 and over 
Roanoke County Resident Youth Fee  -  $15.00 for 17 and under 
Non-County Resident Adult Fee  -  $50.00 for adults 18 and over      
Non-County Resident Youth Fee  -  $25.00 for 17 and under 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please call (540) 387-6078 Ext. 0 for additional information. 
 
 
 
  



 
 
Green Hill Park Flyer  
2008 Field Use Schedule 

 
 

 
The Green Hill Park Flying Fields “A” and “B” are located in the area used for special events, 
parking, and walking.  Please note that the scheduled times below are subject to change based 
on Roanoke County scheduled events and programs.  Permit holders will be notified of any 
changes. 
 
 
OPEN FLYING TIMES 
 
Green Hill Park Field “A” is open daily from 7:00 a.m. – dusk from July 1 through 
December 31, 2008 except for the dates and times listed below. 
 
Green Hill Park Field “B” is open SUNDAYS ONLY from 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. July 1 –
through December 31, 2008 except for the dates and times listed below. 
 
 
 
 
CLOSED FLYING TIMES 
 
    Field A Closed             Field B Closed  

Roanoke Cricket Club Practices  Thursdays July 3 - Aug 28  from  
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

 

July 4th Celebration/Fireworks July 4th   
Roanoke Cricket Club Game July 12   9:00 am – 2:00 pm July 12   9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Coventry Games July 17 – 20 July 20 
Summer Blast August 9  
Fab 5 Distance Run August 16  
VAFC Soccer Opening Day  August 23  
Therapeutic Valley Venture August 30  
Special Event September 6  
Knights Crossing September 13  
Marine Mud Run September 19 - 20  
Medieval Faire September 25 - 28 September 28 
Kroger Soccer Cup October 11 -12 October 12 
Roanoke County Soccer Classic October 18 -19 October 19 
American Heart Association   
 Walk -  A – Thon  

October 24 -25  

Roanoke Star Soccer Tournament November  8 - 9 November 9 
 





W
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